
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patti’s Ponderings 
 

Recently, I heard someone share that they were trained to memorize Bible verses as a child but not taught how 
to live them. We talk a lot about the priority of loving others and working together to make the world a more 
loving and just place for all. But how do we actually do that?  The gospels frequently write, “Moved with 
compassion, Jesus….” Compassion compelled him to teach, to heal, to love. Compassion is at the heart of 
loving and caring for others. Join us in the month of August as we dig deeper into compassion. What is 
compassion? When does compassion or empathy turn toxic and how do we stay on track living in the way of 
Jesus? How can we increase our capacity for compassion without burning out? 
 
On August 2nd, we will have a fabulous guest preacher who was newly appointed to The Land. You will love her 
deep faith and contagious spirit. 
 
On August 23rd we will have a Celebration Sunday with a combined worship service with our Spanish 
congregation. The music will be fabulous and the worship will fill your soul, even if you don’t understand every 
word. 
 
And on August 16th, we will have a Blessing of Backpacks, students, teachers, and all education professionals, 
as a new school year ramps up. 
 
Join us for worship in-person or online, it’s going to be a fabulous month!  
 
~Pastor Patti 
 



 
 

 
 
For those who are into movies, Christopher Nolan's remake of Homer's "Odyssey" does not disappoint.   
Spoiler alert, if you haven't seen the movie and are wanting to, you might want to stop here. For three hours, we are taken 
back in time where the heroes in the story often lie, steal, boast and act violently in ways that feel harsh or strange to 
most of us.  But that is the point.  
   
Our hero Odysseus has been away from home for over 20 years. 10 years to fight the Trojan War and another 10 years to 
make his way back home to Ithaca. In trying to get back home, Odysseus meets creatures like the Cyclops, Polyphemus, 
Sirens and Calypso along the way... Perhaps one of the toughest parts of the story for me, is how Odysseus has to travel 
to Hades (Hell) and to confront all of the people he had lied to or misled who are now dead and in the afterlife.  
   
Meanwhile, Odysseus's wife and son have been waiting for his return while his presumed "widow" is now being forced to 
choose to be the wife of another suitor.   When he does return home and tells the truth about what he did and didn't do to 
the family and friends of those who had died from his dishonesty, he reflects that the Trojan horse offered in peace to the 
people of Troy was his biggest deception.  By lying, treachery and deceit, the city of Troy willingly tore down their own 
walls to accept the gift of peace that ultimately led to their destruction.  
   
The movie is making quite a stir. A transgender actor Elliot Page playing Sinon, Lupita Nyong'o as a beautiful black woman 
playing Hellen of Troy criticized for not being white, the theme of welcoming strangers is showing us that homophobia, 
misogyny and racism are indeed real and all too alive.  
   
As August moves us back from vacations to going back to school and back to church, I'm looking forward to hearing 
about where your summer vacations have taken you... as we gather to lead a vigil outside of the GEO Detention Center in 
Aurora, gather for beer and theology, choir, bells, social justice, missions, Sunday school, book clubs, youth group, 
men's and women's groups and worship, I hope we understand that diversity is needed now more than ever...  And that 
early Christian communities like those of the Greeks and Romans also welcomed and cared for strangers... which is also 
what we are called to do as followers of Christ.  It was a commandment that Jesus gave to us personally... "Whatsoever 
you do to the least of each other... you do to me."  (Paraphrased Matthew 25:40)  
   
There are many iconic quotes used in the movie, but perhaps this line from Calypso to Odysseus stands out to 
me...  "You're a man who needs to control his fate.  But you cannot control this.  You must give yourself to the storm, give 
yourself to Poseidon.  And take your punishment.  Give up the fight, give up control and live.  It is a leap of faith you 
haven't yet made, Odysseus.  
   
Control what you can... For what you can't control, have faith.    
 
Watch out for where the journey takes you!  
 
Have faith and live! 
 
Rev. Glen 



Celebration of Life for Anna Aist will be held Monday, August 3rd at 
11:00 am.  Service will be livestreamed on our Facebook page and 
our YouTube channel.  
 
Livestream:  https://www.facebook.com/smokyhillumc.org/ 
or here: https://www.youtube.com/@smokyhillumc1596/streams 
  
Read obituary here: 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/denver-co/anna-aist-
12963739 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Open Door - Sundays at 9:00 am in Room 218 This class is a welcoming, inclusive environment, inviting individuals 
from diverse backgrounds to participate, whether you’re new to Bible study or have been participating for 
years.  Come as you are!  No need to prepare or do homework - just bring yourself and an open heart.  We use 
various forms of media to stimulate thoughts and ideas and focus on meaningful conversation and spiritual growth 
rather than formal lessons. No need to rsvp – just drop in whenever you can.  For more information contact Kim 
Brice kbrice227@gmail.com 
  
The Way of Faith – Sundays at 9:00 am in the Upper Room & on Zoom  
This is an inclusive and open group whose focus is on God’s love in our world today and how we can do better to live 
God’s will in our lives. We start each class with a video that includes such authors and theologians as Richard Rohr, 
Diana Butler Bass, AJ Levine, Adam Hamilton and many, many more. Each Sunday is a standalone teaching and 
conversation allowing people to attend when possible. We hope you will join us as we gather to discern the way of 
Christ in our lives today and seek to be deeper rooted in the love of God. 
 
Parenting 20-Somethings Group  
We are a group of parents that gather each month to talk through the triumphs and trials of parenting our 20-
something old children. We would love for you to join us. This group led by Pastor Patti, mother of two 20-
somethings, is open to our congregation and community. We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Call the church office to get a code to enter the building if you, or someone you know wants to join us. 
 
Come join Tuesday Morning Theologians beginning September 15th as we read and discuss 
Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ- How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We 
see, Hope For, and Believe.  
 

In one sentence, The Universal Christ argues that Jesus came not merely to start a religion, but 
to reveal the eternal presence of divine love already woven into all creation. 
 

From the book description: Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr articulates 
a transformative view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work in the world. 
“God loves things by becoming them,” he writes, and Jesus’s life was meant to declare that 
humanity has never been separate from God—except by its own negative choice. When we 
recover this fundamental truth, faith becomes less about proving Jesus was God, and more about learning to 
recognize the Creator’s presence all around us, and in everyone we meet. Thought-provoking, practical, and 
full of deep hope and vision, The Universal Christ is a landmark book from one of our most beloved spiritual 
writers, and an invitation to contemplate how God liberates and loves all that is.  
 

We meet at 9 am on Tuesdays in Room 214. For more information or to RSVP contact John Tedrick at 
johntedrick@me.com 

https://www.facebook.com/smokyhillumc.org/
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Lunch Bunch Study Group 
Lunch Bunch will be reading Love Does, by Bob Goff, Sept. 15 through Oct. 13. Join us 
for this 5-week study. 
  
Love Does is full of paradigm shifts, musings, and stories from one of the world’s most 
delightfully engaging and winsome people.  What fuels his impact? Love. But it’s not 
the kind of love that stops at thoughts and feelings.  Bob is convinced love takes 
action.  Bob believes Love Does. 
  
We meet in room 214 at 11:30 and share lunch together.  For more information contact 
Kathy Tedrick at kathytedrick@me.com or Fran Krech at krechf@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

 
 

As August heats up...  Maybe it is time to cool down!  
   
Steve and Deborah Stanley have graciously invited us to meet in their home and backyard the Sunday of August 
9th at 4:00 pm for our next beer and theology gathering.  
   
Steve will be sharing some of his award-winning beer and Deborah will share some of her homemade wine!  
   
In addition, Steve and Deborah will be making carnitas for street tacos!  
   
Please RSVP to Rev. Glen at associatepastor@smokyhillumc.org to receive the location of their home and plan 
to bring a side item or your own brew you would like to share.  
   
Non-alcoholic beverages will also be provided.  
   
If you have watched the movie "Odyssey" or at least know the story, be prepared to share your thoughts and 
wisdom regarding Greek and Roman philosophy as it relates to Paul's early journeys into Eastern Europe.  
   
The main goal is to mix, relax and get to know other people who attend Smoky Hill while enjoying some good 
beer, food and conversation.  
   
I look forward to seeing you there!    
Rev. Glen 
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YOUNG at HEART SENIOR LUNCH DATE CHANGE 
 
We will gather on the second Thursday of every month in September through May.   Please plan to join us for 
lunch and programs with speaker or entertainment. 
 
We are looking for anyone interested in helping plan the luncheon, preparing and setting up the lunches. 
 
We welcome suggestions for our programs and entertainment. Contact Fran Krech krechf@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Books for Summer Reading 
The UWF Justice & Joy Readers will be reading Is a River Alive? By Robert 
Macfarlan for discussion at our August 24th meeting in the Upper Room 1-3pm.                                                   
  
 
 
 
Here are some other suggestions from the UWF Reading Program for your Summer Reading: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To find the full listing of books for UWF Reading 
Program, click here: 
https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=13204 
  
Most books are available at local libraries. The 
Smoky Hill United Women in Faith have a 
bookcase in Room 210 with books to borrow.  
  
The Smoky Hill Justice and Joy Readers meet the 
4th Monday, 1-3pm in the Upper Room. 
 
If you'd like to join us, contact Rebecca Mino 
(303)330-7795 or rebeccamino@hotmail.com 
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Our Methodist Story Still Speaks: 
David Worthington Visits Mountain Sky 

 
What can the story of early Methodism teach us about being the church today? 
 
David Worthington, Global Ambassador of Methodist Heritage Sites for the General Commission on Archives 
and History, will visit congregations across the Mountain Sky Conference in August. Through worship, 
conversation and storytelling, Worthington will explore how our Wesleyan heritage can inspire faithful ministry 
in a changing world. 
 
Mountain Sky opportunities include: 
 
Sunday, August 23 — St. Andrew UMC 
Wisdom from the Past, Hope for the Future 
Discover how the early Methodist movement can inform and inspire United Methodists today. 
 
Monday, August 24 — Bearded Theologians Podcast 
Worthington joins the Rev. Zach Bechtold of Bozeman UMC for a special podcast conversation. 
 
Tuesday, August 25, at 7 p.m. — Smoky Hill UMC 
I Look Upon All the World as My Parish 
Explore John Wesley’s call to carry Christ’s good news beyond church walls and stand with people who are 
poor, excluded or pushed to society’s margins. 
 
Sunday, August 30 — Park City UMC 
Worthington concludes his Mountain Sky visit with the congregation in Park City, Utah. 
 
Come hear the stories that shaped Methodism—and consider how they might help shape our future. Denver-
area participants are especially encouraged to attend both the St. Andrew and Smoky Hill gatherings, which 
will offer distinct but complementary conversations. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Children and Family August 2026 
 
                                                              

Nursery care for all kids up to the age of 5 is 
available from 9:30 - 11:15am every Sunday 
morning. 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes from 9:00 to 9:45 am 
Will meet every Sunday: The Way of the Faith and 
Open Door   
 
                             
 
 
 

Save the Date:  
August 1st to August 16th - School Supply drive  
August 16th Backpack Blessing during Worship.  
September 13th – Kick off Sunday, back to full Sunday 
school with fun after church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Ice Cream Social  - August 16, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

 
 
Interested in volunteering with youth? There are 
lots of ways to get involved, Sunday morning bible 
study, evening youth group, music (a guitar player 
especially needed!), service trips, and other 
opportunities! Feel free to stop by our Ice Cream 
Social to learn more. 
 
 
Slimy Sunday - September 13, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alamosa Youth Mission Trip 
July 12 - July 16 
Our youth spent time in Alamosa, where they once again served with La Puente, a nonprofit providing shelter, 
food, and hope to families in 
the San Luis Valley. The 
youth group cooked and 
served meals, worked in the 
garden, painted fences, and 
gained a deeper 
understanding of how La 
Puente serves its 
community. The most 
meaningful moments came 
from sharing meals and 
conversation with the people 
they came to serve. They 
also enjoyed exploring the 
area, from the Great Sand 
Dunes to Zapata Falls and 
Colorado Gators. Our youth 
continue to show us what it means to serve with open hearts and lead with love. 



 
 
 
 
 
RACIAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
Immigration Detention in Colorado: Bearing Witness 
Most Coloradans drive past the intersection of Peoria Street and 30th Avenue in Aurora without realizing what 
stands just beyond the road. Behind high fences sits the state's largest immigration detention facility, operated 
by the GEO Group under contract with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
 

According to a February 2026 report by Congressman Jason Crow, 1,376 people were detained at the Aurora 
facility at the time of the report. These men and women come from many countries and backgrounds, each 
with a unique story and each navigating the complexities of the U.S. immigration system. 
 

It is important to understand the roles involved. The GEO Group, a publicly traded corporation with annual 
revenues exceeding $2.4 billion, does not decide who is detained or deported. Those decisions are made by 
ICE and immigration judges. GEO's responsibility is to operate the detention facility under contract with the 
federal government. 
 

Two Different Pictures 
On its website, GEO states that detainees receive three meals each day, scheduled recreation, medical care, 
access to attorneys, and immigration court proceedings. 
 

Former detainees, attorneys, and advocacy organizations, however, describe a different experience. They 
report inadequate medical care, limited access to legal resources, prolonged solitary confinement, mental 
health concerns, reduced food portions as the population has grown, and inadequate cooling during 
Colorado's hottest months. 
 

Recent events have heightened concerns. The facility is currently experiencing a tuberculosis outbreak, with at 
least twelve detainees reported to have tested positive. Public health officials have expressed concern about 
delays in obtaining access to affected individuals. 
 

Earlier this month, an off-duty GEO employee allegedly shot a protester outside the facility after stating he 
wanted to scare her away, according to public reports. The incident remains under investigation. 
 

Advocates also report that some detainees have experienced interruptions in receiving prescribed 
medications, resulting in serious health consequences. 
 

Meanwhile, GEO has leased the former Big Horn Correctional Facility in Hudson, Colorado, which could 
eventually house approximately 1,200 additional immigration detainees, significantly expanding detention 
capacity in the state. 
 

The Hidden "Hold Rooms" 
Beyond the Aurora detention center, there is another, lesser-known aspect of Colorado's immigration 
detention system: temporary ICE holding rooms. 
 
These rooms are intended only for brief processing while paperwork is completed before a detainee is 
transferred to Aurora. Federal standards indicate detainees should not remain there longer than 12 hours, and 
the rooms are not designed for overnight stays. They are not permitted to contain beds, cots, or other sleeping 
accommodations. 
 



 
 
Because they are considered temporary facilities, these hold rooms are not included in ICE's routine public 
detention reporting. Yet detainees have reported remaining in these rooms for as long as seven days. 
 
Use of these holding facilities has increased dramatically in recent years: 
 
Location Before 2025 Current Total 
Alamosa 1 62 
Craig 29 79 
Colorado Springs 0 355 
Denver 1,395 3,648 
Durango 0 50 
Frederick 105 779 
Grand Junction 148 411 
Glenwood Springs 17 149 
Pueblo 380 750 

 
These numbers raise important questions about how temporary detention is being used and the conditions 
people experience before they ever reach a long-term detention facility. 
 
How Can We Respond? 
For many people of faith, the question is not simply What is happening? but How are we called to respond? 
 
Two Colorado nonprofit organizations—the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers) and Casa de Paz—
have faithfully accompanied detained immigrants and their families for years. Every Wednesday evening, they 
organize a peaceful vigil outside the Aurora detention center. 
 
The purpose is simple yet profound: to bear witness, to pray, to advocate for humane treatment, and to remind 
those inside that they have not been forgotten. 
 
On Wednesday, August 5th, Smoky Hill United Methodist Church has the privilege of sponsoring the weekly 
vigil. The evening will include prayer, music, and speakers, 
including family members of current detainees and Bishop 
Stoneking.  
 
Time: 6:00–7:00 PM 
 
We gather on the public sidewalk outside the detention 
center—not in anger, but in hope. We come to pray for those 
who are detained, for their families, for those who work within 
the immigration system, and for a future marked by justice, 
compassion, and human dignity. 
 
Whether you come to sing, pray, listen, or simply stand in 
solidarity, your presence matters. 
 
We hope you will join us.  



 
 
Friday Night at the Movies – Summer Film Series 
  
Friday, August 14 – 6:00 PM 
����� Just Mercy 
Based on a true story, Just Mercy follows attorney Bryan 
Stevenson as he fights to overturn the wrongful conviction of 
Walter McMillian, a Black man sentenced to death in Alabama. 
The film powerfully examines injustice, courage, and the 
pursuit of mercy within the legal system. 
Use the QR Code to register or call the church office. 
 
Come for the movie, stay for the conversation, and join us as 
we seek greater understanding together. All are welcome. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2nd Annual Pride BBQ 
Who:  LGBTQIA Adults; no kids or pets 
When:  Saturday, August 15,  3:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Where:  Denise & Alisa's home 
      5482 S. Coolidge CT, Aurora 
Please RSVP by Wed. August 12 to 303-514-3859 
 
 
 
AURORA PRIDE:   Is Saturday, August 29th at Winged Melody Park in the Highlands on East 38th Place and The Aurora 
Highlands Pkwy.   Our Booth is confirmed, and we have the Pride Pops for big and small kids.  If you wish to get involved, 
there are several opportunities: 

• Neck Wraps:  Mission Crafters are busy making the highly acclaimed cooling neck wraps again this year.  If you 
want to help with creating them, Mission Crafters meet Thursdays from 9-noon in the SHUMC lower level.  No 
sewing skills necessary.       

• Booth:  We will need help with set up between 8-10:30 am (exact time TBD), take down at 4 p.m. and manning our 
booth between 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Even an hour is great.  If you're interested, please contact Denise Arnold at 303-
514-3859 via phone or text.    

If you can't commit to helping, please stop by and pull up a camp chair.  We'll be glad to see you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The next Men’s Group Breakfast Meeting will be Saturday, August 8, at 7:30 am in Celebration Hall. All SHUMC 
men are invited to attend. For more information contact Alan Legleiter alanlegleiter@hotmail.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afghan Refugee Family Update 
In August of 2021 the US military evacuated 120,000 refugees from Kabul Afghanistan. In November of 2021 
Smoky Hill UMC sponsored two families who worked with the US military. Both of these families received 
Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) as a result of their long support to US troops. They have also been granted 
Asylum and earned their Green Cards. Both of our families have done well in their transition to their new 
adopted country and are continuing to gain their independence. Initially, our support of these families included 
several members of our congregation and started in coordination with Lutheran Family Services (LFS).  Over the 
last 4 and a half years our support has evolved to a friendship by a few of our members who continue to provide 
support to both families when they encounter new or complex situations. The church also continues to provide 
special support when needed. 
 

The “KZ” family consists of parents Ahmad Ali (who has been working full-time at a bakery since January 2022), 
his wife Sabera, and 6 children (a daughter and 5 sons). The family recently rented a house just north of Green 
Valley Ranch. The three oldest sons have graduated from Denver Public schools and are now working. The 
youngest boys will be in grades 7 and 10 this year. Their daughter has been attending English and G.E.D. 
classes since arriving until recently when funding for the program was discontinued. Because their daughter 
was 21 when they came to the US she was put in a separate “household” for immigration purposes. While her 
Asylum has been granted, her green cards case is still pending - a worrisome situation. Ahmad Ali and the three 
oldest sons all have their driver’s licenses. Everyone except the daughter has their green cards. 
 

The “AZ” family lives in Green Valley Ranch.  The father, Kazem has had a full-time job at a Bakery for over 4 
years, has bought a work car and a family van and continues to learn English.  His wife Roqia is raising their four 
children and continues to take English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. All of their children speak fluent 
English and are doing well in school. Their oldest son will graduate to middle school this year.  Their twin 
daughters will enter 3rd grade this year and the youngest son will start pre-K. The family is looking forward to 
the addition of a new son this October. While the family is fully independent, they could use a little help this fall 
with baby clothes, blankets and a new stroller.  Please contact Crystal or Lee Honnen if you would like to assist 
with donations in this area. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support this ongoing ministry.  
The Missions Team 
 
 
 

Funeral Reception Team 
One of the unique and special things that Smoky Hill provides is a reception after funerals held at the church. 
Many churches do not provide receptions. The funeral reception team is struggling to continue to provide this 
service as we need more volunteers willing to provide food. We typically ask for veggie trays, fruit trays, cheese 
and crackers, and cookies. You would be added to an email list and when there is a funeral, a message is sent 
out with our requests. If you would like to be added to the list, please contact Sharon Davis at 
stdavis21@comcast.net. Thank you for your support! 
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               Liturgists Wanted 

  Is speaking in public comfortable for you?  At Smoky Hill UMC we use lay people to read the scripture and 
often to lead the Call to Worship.  With two services each Sunday we need quite a few people on our 
Liturgist roster as we try to schedule our speakers once every two months.  Text of the readings is 
emailed several days in advance to allow time to practice and training with the microphone is provided.   If 
you think that this may be a position for you, please contact Susan Hora for more information --636-236-
6549 (call for text), cusaglass@gmail.com. 

 
 

Mission Team 
Are you looking for ways to put your faith into action? Here are a few ideas: 

• Bring nonperishable food items for Aurora Interfaith. 
• Make bologna and cheese (no condiments) sandwiches for Outreach of Love. 
• Volunteer to deliver lunches on Monday mornings for Outreach of Love. 
• Join the packing event for Colorado Feeding Kids. 
• Donate your old magazines to be used by USO Military and assisted living centers. (Drop off at the 

office). 
• Donate your old eyeglasses (bin by front doors). 
• Donate the pull tabs from cans for Ronald McDonald House (bin by the front doors). 
• Make financial donations to the Mission Team to help us continue our work. 
• Join the Mission Team-we meet the first Sunday of each month at 11:15. 

Questions? Contact Sharon Davis at stdavis21@comcast.net or Wendy Hanson at dhanw2@aol.com. 
 
 
 SHUMC Abundant Health 

 
Founded 70 years ago, the MedicAlert 
Foundation developed the first universal medical 
identification system with the simple idea that 
sharing critical medical information in an 
emergency could save and protect lives. What 
started as a simple ID bracelet now can include 
a QR code that can provide critical health 
information to health care providers. Learn more 
at MedicAlert Foundation 

 
 
 
On the Move with Smoky Hill UMC 
Group Exercise on Zoom: Looking for exercise that requires no money, no travel, and fast access to your 
shower? Join the Zoom exercise community on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 9:30. Contact 
Susan Hora at cusaglass@gmail.com 
Hiking Group: Keep an eye out for upcoming hikes by watching the weekly e-blast or our Smoky Hill 
Abundant Health Facebook page or contact Marta at 720-271-0691 with questions.  
Medical Equipment Closet:  Did you know we have medical equipment that you can borrow for yourself or 
your neighbor? This includes crutches, walkers, shower seats and more. Contact the church office to 
arrange borrowing items.  
Yoga at Smoky Hill:  Yoga classes are being paused for the summer.  
Join us on Facebook! Smoky Hill Abundant Health This is the place to connect about hikes, bowling, 
kayaking, fishing, and new recipes! 

mailto:cusaglass@gmail.com
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Welcome Desk & Ushers 
 

Fall is quickly approaching, a season when folks often decide that it's time to start going to church 
again.  To be sure that our hospitality is top-notch for everyone who walks through our doors, we need to 
fully staff our Welcome Desk and Ushers (some of our regulars have moved or retired and we have some 
holes).  These are easy and enjoyable 'jobs' to do but very important for the comfort and safety of our 
members and visitors.  Schedules are flexible and training is provided.  Can you help us make Smoky Hill 
UMC a welcoming spot for all?  You will be guaranteed to meet new and interesting people!  Please contact 
Susan Hora for more information--636-236-6549 (call or text), cusaglass@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Participate in Music Ministry in the Fall and Upcoming Events 

 
There are many exciting opportunities to join in music ministry during the fall this year, and a few changes to 
our schedule.  Dates to be aware of: 
 

Wednesday, August 5th members of SHUMC choirs will help lead a 6:00 PM vigil service outside of the GEO 
Facility in Aurora, please contact Dr. Dan at music@smokyhillumc.org if you would like to participate in the 
music portion of the event.  Bishop Stoneking will be speaking at the service. 
 
Sunday, August 9th Dan and Jeanette will be presenting a free (donations accepted for the music program at 
SHUMC) horn and piano concert in the sanctuary at 2:00 PM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wednesday, August 12th Our final summer handbell workshop 
in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00.  Learn some new ringing 
techniques, and it’s your chance to try it out without 
committing to playing a service; it is not necessary to read 
music to participate. 

mailto:cusaglass@gmail.com
mailto:music@smokyhillumc.org


 
 
 
 
Sunday, August 23rd Praise Team will be collaborating with the musicians from the Spanish ministry for our 
annual bilingual joint service. 
 
Chancel Choir will resume regular rehearsals on Wednesday nights 6:00-7:00 on Wednesday, August 19th.  
Chancel choir sings for services about once a month on the first Sunday of the month and for most holidays of 
the church.  We will be joining our voices in an ecumenical choir concert at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints on Saturday, September 26th.  All levels and abilities are invited to join. 
 
Dr. Dan will be regularly holding a “Music Reading 101” class from 5:30-5:50 prior to choir rehearsal that is 
open to anyone in the congregation interested in learning how to improve their music reading skills.  This will be 
video-taped and available on YouTube each week. 
 
Crystal Bells (Handbells Choir) will be resuming their regular rehearsals on Tuesday nights beginning August 
17th from 5:30 to 6:30 PM.  Dr. Dan will be teaching an optional 20-minute ringing technique and music reading 
class regularly at 5:00 PM on Tuesdays for anyone looking to become more comfortable on handbells.  Crystal 
Bells rings about once a month, mostly on the third Sunday of the month and often for church holidays.  A 
commitment to ringing on specific dates is necessary for planning music, substitute ringers can usually be 
arranged for rehearsals.  You do not need to read music to play with Crystal Bells. 
 
Youth Choir will begin rehearsals on Sundays at 11:00-12:00 starting on September 20th.  Open to all youth 6th 
through 12th grades; youth choir often collaborates with other ensembles at SHUMC and leads the music for 
the annual Youth Sunday in January. 
 
Good News Singers is a smaller, unaccompanied choir that sings for services about once a month and is led 
by Tim Davis.  They usually rehearse Wednesday nights following the Chancel Choir rehearsal for the three 
Wednesdays before their scheduled services. 
 
Praise Team rehearses on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.  Praise Team usually plays services for the second 
Sunday of the month and are especially looking for people to play bass, guitar, and sing. 
 
Other Volunteer Opportunities There are additional needs for hymn leaders during Sunday services and slots 
to assist with our A/V Team running sound, slides, and the livestream during services.  Please reach out to Dr. 
Dan at music@smokyhillumc.org if those are opportunities you'd like to explore. 
 
 

 

 
 
There is a dedicated work group of individuals that meet up at the church on Wednesdays from 9:00 to 12:00 
to do all types of maintenance projects to improve the church building.  We paint, patch walls, fix tables, clean 
doors, install lights and many other needed tasks.  I would like to invite any other individuals that would be 
interested in helping out to join us whenever possible. All materials are provided.  Please feel free to give me a 
call (Mark Brinton 303-961-5272) if you have any questions. Thanks. 

mailto:music@smokyhillumc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall Women's Retreat Registration is now open! 

LOCATION: Highlands Presbyterian Camp and 
Retreat Center, Allenspark, CO 
 
Cost $170   First-time attendees 
$120.   Includes 2 night's lodging and 4 meals. 
Partial scholarships may be available, request 
on registration form. 
 
Hard copies of the registration form are 
available at the church office. 
Space is limited to 36 attendees, so don't 
delay. Your registration is not confirmed until 
payment is received. 

 
Registration deadline is Sunday, August 16th or until all spaces are taken. 
 
Let's Play! 
 
Registration link: Smoky Hill United Women in Faith Fall Retreat Registration 
Payment link: United Women in Faith Retreat | Smoky Hill United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
Quilt Sale and Fund Raiser 
The Kemper family generously donated quilt 
tops constructed by Barb Thiebaut to the Smoky 
Hill Mission Crafters. Barb is Adam Kemper's 
grandmother and Abbie, Joel and Maggie's great-
grandmother. The Mission Crafters finished off 
these finely crafted quilt tops with the purpose 
of raising funds for the Smoky Hill Racial Justice 
Team that Adam co-leads and the United 
Women of Faith where Deb is the Spiritual 
Growth Coordinator. 
 
The Quilts will be on display in the Gathering Space during August and will be available to purchase during that 
time. 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenO_2Y9b2FHTVWszQcExKeKPreCk1IauotL1ygne40_QFfMQ/viewform
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZECN/campaign/C-16DW7?access=tile_direct


 
 
 
 
 
The Fall Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, October 17 
from 9-3.  As the date draws closer, we will be looking for 
volunteers to help put on this fabulous event. 
  
Registration is now open to everyone, use the link below if 
you would like to be a vendor.  Booths (8' x 8') are $75 and 
a small table space (8' table with space for you to sit 
behind) is $60.  Our prices are low compared to many local 
shows! Crochet and 3d print are already sold out. 
 
https://forms.gle/Y333zXwxp6gZD9w6A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      CAN’T BE HERE? Join the 10:00 AM English service on Facebook or YouTube 
      To livestream the Spanish service, please contact Pastor Lucia for the link. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/Y333zXwxp6gZD9w6A
https://www.facebook.com/smokyhillumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/@smokyhillumc1596/streams


 
 
 
 
Pockets of Peace 
Join Pastor Patti on zoom Thursday, August 6 at 8:00 pm 
for Pockets of Peace. This is a Celtic inspired 
contemplative service for 30 minutes. There is music, 
Celtic blessings, scripture, and silence. It is a great way 
to wind down at the end of the day. Life can be chaotic, 
peace can be elusive, so snag some time and create a 
pocket of peace for yourself. Contact church office for 
zoom link. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                19491 E Smoky Hill Rd 
Centennial, CO80015 

303-690-9816 
 www.smokyhillumc.org 

Following Jesus together to make the world a more loving and just place. 
 

       Email all information and updates for church communications to churchsecretary@smokyhillumc.org 

http://www.smokyhillumc.org/
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